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LEARNING OUTCOMES The economic and social inequalities constitute a fundamental issue in both economic and 
political science. In the recent years we observe the enlargement the widening of both economic 
inequalities and poverty and the emergence of new inequalities, particularly social inequalities. 
The way with which the state influences the economic inequalities and poverty differs not only 
between developing and developed countries, but also between developed countries. The 
purpose of this course is to highlight new economic and social inequalities and poverty, to explore 
the factors that affect these inequalities and poverty, to analyze the relationship between 
economic growth and inequality and poverty and to interpret how the state intervenes and 
reduces economic and social inequalities. 
With the completion of the course students will be supposed to be possible to know and to 
comprehend: 

 The concept and the way to measure economic and social inequalities 

 the concept and the way of measuring poverty 

 the historical development of inequalities and poverty 

 the structure of inequalities and poverty 

 the relationship between economic inequalities and economic development 

 the relationship between globalization and economic inequalities 

 the impact of fiscal policy on economic inequalities 

 the causes and economic and social impact of poverty 

 the relationship between poverty and social exclusion 

 the relationship between political institutions and income redistribution 

 the ideology of income redistribution 

 the ways of combating poverty and the effectiveness of poverty programs 
GENERAL COMPETENCES  Project planning and management in social policy 

 Assessment of social policy programs 

 Decision – making process 

 Critical thinking 

 Development of free, creative and inductive thinking 
COURSE CONTENT  Definition and measurement of inequalities 

 The theory of distribution of income 

 Historical development of inequalities 

 The structure of inequalities 

 Intergenerational mobility 

 Economic development and inequality 

 Globalization and inequality 

 Public policy and inequalities 

 Definition and measurement of poverty 

 Historical development of Poverty 

 Causes and the effects  of poverty 

 Political institutions and the redistribution of income 

 The ideology of redistribution 

 Efficiency of policy programs against poverty 
USE OF ICT IN TEACHING Use of ICT in lectures 

Communication with the students : face to face and through e-mail 
COURSE DESIGN Activity/Method Semester workload 

Lectures 52 

Essay writing 36 

Study  35 



Exercises 35 

Exam 2 

Total 125 
 

COURSE ASSESSMENT  The evaluation of the course is implemented through a final examination and a writing essay 
The language of evaluation is the  Greek language 
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